Philosophy 2220
A proposed statutory rape law
Answer questions 1-4 with your group
1. Morally speaking, what should the law about statutory rape be (in the U.S. at the present time)?  That is, if the law was as it morally should be, under what conditions would someone be guilty of statutory rape?










2. What rights does your law protect?  What harms does it reduce or prevent?







3. What (relevant) rights does your law not protect?  What rights does it infringe?  What (relevant) harms will it not reduce?  What harms will it cause?






4. Why do you prioritize the rights your law protect, and the harm it prevents, over the rights that it infringes or doesn’t protect and the harms it causes or doesn’t reduce?  (In answering this, think about how you would convince someone that these should be prioritized)






The following two questions should be answered after class discussion of your law
What principles do you believe that explain your proposed law?







What issues remain controversial after class discussion of your law?






On the new season of American Idol, a new challenge is put in place for contestants.  When there are only two contestants left, the viewers send in emails requesting that each do something or another on live TV.  The contestants sincerely promise all of the views, on TV, to do whatever it is that the majority requests.  Jenny Generic is one of the last two contestants left, and has made her sincere promise to all of America to do whatever it is that the viewers request.  And the votes come in:  every single viewer, all 22 million of them, has requested that she strangle a 90 year old on live TV.
· Would it be morally wrong for Jenny to strangle this 90 year old?


· Would it be morally acceptable for Jenny to not strangle this 90 year old?


· Does the wrongness depend on how many people are watching?



Prima facie (rights/duty/obligation):  a prima facie right/duty/obligation is normally a right/duty/obligation, except when overridden by a stronger right/duty/obligation.

absolute (rights/duty/obligation):  an absolute right/duty/obligation can never be overridden by another right or duty.

override:  if x and y are both prima facie right/duty/obligation, and x overrides y, then when x can only be kept by violating y, it is not wrong to violate y)
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